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Introduction:
Florida Bay, the shallow expanse of water between the Florida mainland and the Florida Keys, experienced a massive seagrass die-off
in the fall of 1987 (Robblee et al. 1991). The rapid death of Thalassia testudinum and all of the subsequent effects (turbid water, algal
blooms, impaired fisheries) greatly changed the Florida Bay ecosystem (Fourqurean and Robblee 1999). At the time of this die-off,
there was no ongoing coordinated research program in Florida Bay, so there is little information on the effect this environmental o
change had on the mollusk population in the affected areas.
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sequence. By the end of 2015, Rankin Basin was exhibiting signs of

In conjunction with the mollusk sampling, seagrass assessments were complete die-off while Johnson Key was moderate to patchy and
performed in order to determine the species of seagrass, coverage estimates, Little Rabbit Key was still relatively healthy.
and overall health using the Braun-Blanquet method (Braun-Blanquet 1932).  fealthy Thalassiatestudinum bed As of March 2016:
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